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Another victim is forgotten as Thabo Bester
saga continues

Alex Patrick and Yeshiel Panchia
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e The body of the man used in Thabo Bester's audacious escape remains unidentified in a
state mortuary.
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e The body was placed in the cell when Bester escaped in May last year. The DNA results
were officially reported earlier in March.

e Autopsy results show the man was slight, compared to Bester, and had been murdered
before he was set alight.

While the country busies itself with the whereabouts of convicted murderer and rapist Thabo

Bester, the body of someone's son is lying in a state forensic facility waiting to be claimed.

That man was found dead in Bester's cell the night he escaped from the Mangaung Correctional

Centre in Bloemfontein in May last year.

He was 33 years old at the time of his death, and has not been identified since his 50kg, 1.45-
metre body was taken to the pathology laboratory in the early hours of 3 May 2022.
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According to his autopsy report, police alleged that the man, initially assumed to be Bester,

started a fire in his cell, resulting in him burning to death.

Bester, dubbed the "Facebook rapist", was given a life sentence for rape and murder in 2012 and

was at the privately administrated Bloemfontein prison when he escaped.

Since his escape, Bester has been living in luxury with his girlfriend, celebrity aesthetic doctor

Nandipha Magudumana, and her children, in expensive rental homes around Johannesburg.

That was until publication GroundUp blew the lid on the identity of the man known as "TK" living

with Magudumana. The couple has not been seen since.

According to the autopsy, which was performed on 4 May 2022, the man found in Bester's cell
died after a blunt force head injury. His body was charred, but there was no soot found in his
airways and no charring to his internal organs. The doctor noted that an accelerant was used,

putting the word "paraffin” in brackets next to the note.

The entrance to the Mangaung Correctional Centre in Bloemfontein.
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Other than a hairline fracture to the skull and a "large" haemorrhage to the front of his head, the
man had no other injuries. The doctor also noted that there was slight decomposition in some

organs.

The death was unnatural, and murder could presumably be added to a list of criminal activities

that resulted in Bester's escape.

A source in the intelligence community, who spoke on condition of anonymity as he does not
have permission to divulge information, believed the body was smuggled into the prison from

outside. He suggested the prison kitchen as the point of entry.

He said:

You would need the buy-in of someone in the food supply chain and
logistics of the prison at the very least.

He said that, given the number of actors who would need to be involved in the execution of the

breakout, he believed that hundreds of thousands of rands were spent to ensure cooperation.

As police hunt for Bester, the Department of Correctional Services (DCS) has laid the blame for

his escape squarely on the shoulders of private security firm G4S.

G4S was the administrator of the Mangaung prison until Thursday, when the department

temporarily took over the directorship of the prison.

Thabo Bester
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According to a statement by G4S on Tuesday, three employees had been dismissed for "matters

relating to their conduct" during the time of the incident.

During a media briefing at the facility on Thursday, national correctional services commissioner
Makgothi Thobakgale said the director of contract management at the DSC head office, DCS

controller and deputy controller at the prison had been served with suspension notices.

Thobakgale said one of the reasons for their suspension was that it took so long for the report to

reach the department.
READ | Private security firm offers R100 000 reward for information on Thabo Bester

"They were furnished with the DNA results (which showed the body wasn't that of Bester) in

October. The final report was only submitted (to the department] on 22 March."

The commissioner was scathing of G4S and said the company still had not acknowledged that

the body was not Bester's.

News24 put this and other statements to the company. G4S said it would respond through a

statement to come this week.
Fired guard goes to ground

In Bloemfontein, News24 visited the home of Senohe Matsoara, a former G4S security guard

who was fired over alleged involvement in Bester's escape.

The home was locked up, curtains closed, and an outside light had been left on. There were no

vehicles in the driveway.
Matsoara's neighbours said they saw him leave the home on Wednesday.

Matsoara was seen on social media boasting about a new SUV which, as reported by Timeslive,

was beyond the means of his salary, according to his former colleagues.

When News24 contacted him for comment on Thursday, Matsoara said he would not speak on

the instruction of his lawyer.
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Meanwhile, two pathologists, who did not want to be named, explained what could happen if the

body in the mortuary was not claimed.

They said without DNA to compare with, it was very difficult to identify bodies, especially when

they arrive in such a state where the identifying features were destroyed by fire.

If the body wasn't claimed, it would either be buried in a public health burial — a pauper's
grave — or, if the body was not too badly burnt, it could be sent to the Johannesburg pathology

lab, or the Tshwane lab.

There, the bones can be cleaned and examined as anthropology specimens. The bones can

also be used for facial reconstruction at the SAPS Victim Identification Centre.
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